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EVER WONDERED WHAT PEOPLE SEE IN CRUISING? 
 
²ŜƭƭΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜΦ Why do cruise people go on about the fun, food, entertainment, 
service and so much more? Can you really go ice-skating, surfing, bowling and rock climbing on 
board a ship then pŀǊǘȅ ƭŀǘŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƻ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǎƛƴƻΚ ¸ŜǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ƻƴ ƻŦŦŜǊΦ Here are the 
most frequent comments I get from surprised first-ǘƛƳŜ ŎǊǳƛǎŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ǊŜ-book. 
 
More to do. They are very surprised to find that cruise ships have far more facilities than hotels, 
even entire resortsΦ LΩǾŜ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ further on and, like others, ȅƻǳΩll probably be amazed 
ŀǘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƴ ƻŦŦŜǊ in the price. 
 
Not just one destination. Sounds obvious if you think about it; ships often sail only at night so you 
wake up with a different location to explore most days. No need to hire a car, pack and unpack your 
clothes or worry about getting to the next place on time, your floating resort moves for you.  
 
Great food, top service. The standard of service is much higher than most hotels and the food, which 
is included in the price, is legendary. IǘΩǎ ŀ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ. 
 
SafeΦ {ƘƛǇǎ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǎŀŦŜ ǇƭŀŎŜǎΣ ōƻǘƘ ŦƻǊ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƪƛŘǎΦ ¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻ L5 ȅƻǳ 
are given. Kids clubs, even teen-only areas, are supervised by trained crew members. 
 
There are cruise holidays to suit everyone - singles, couples, and families with children of all ages 
(tƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƻƴ). ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƪŜȅ is choosing the right destinations and the 
right ships, from Disney cruises to cultural trips, families to adults-only, budget to luxury, small ones 
ǘƻ ōƛƎ ƻƴŜǎΦ LǘΩǎ just like choosing a hotel but with so much more on offer. 
 
Starting your holiday 
 
Fly cruises take you straight to the cruising area, for example the Caribbean or Mediterranean. You 
may go directly from the airport to the ship or perhaps take some extra time in a resort before or 
after your cruise. For Caribbean cruises I can definitely recommend a couple of nights in South 
Beach, Miami, the user-friendly, affordable fun capital of the worlŘΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜ ƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ TV 
shows such as CSI Miami, Burn Notice and many more. aŀȅōŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜǇƛǎƻŘŜΗ 
 
No Fly cruises leave from the UK and return here. They are great for those who prefer not to fly or 
are fed up with the hassles and restrictions that flying imposes. There are no luggage weight 
restrictions, no issues about liquids in hand luggage and, for those who have impaired mobility, all 
areas on the ship are accessible, as are most port excursions. Go by rail or drive to the port and get 
on board. It really is that simple. 
 
Accommodation 
 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ŎŀōƛƴǎΣ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ΨǎǘŀǘŜǊƻƻƳǎΩ which are priced accordingly. 
 
Inside staterooms are well-appointed but have no outside windows, however you may not stay in 
your room that long so for many this does not matter. 
 
Outside staterooms ƻǊ ΨhŎŜŀƴ ±ƛŜǿΩ ǊƻƻƳǎ have a window but it may not open. 
 
Balcony staterooms & suites have a patio-type door giving access to your own balcony with table 
and chairs 
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Will you get bored? 
 
No! aƻǎǘ ǎƘƛǇǎ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ŀ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘŀǘŜǊƻƻƳ ŜŀŎƘ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƭƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŘŀȅΩǎ 
activities and details of the port of call. Remember, most days you will be in port, so you will have a 
new location to explore, but ships have lots to offer when you are on board.  
 
Most ships have 
 
Main Restaurant   Bars    Theatre   Casino 
Up to 20 other places to eat Gym   Spa   Shops 
Kids clubs   Library   Pools   Jacuzzis 
 
Plus - they may also include 
 
Rock climbing wall  Ice Skating rink  Water Slides  Miniature Golf 
Boxing ring   Jogging track  Ice bar   Bowling alley 
Basketball court  Recording studio Apple dealership Deck games 
Barbers shop   Zip wire   Gardens/lawns  Teen-only areas 
Skills classes & demos  Flow-rider, a device that lets you surf without moving. 
 
 
Kids & Families 
 
Facilities vary but kids of all ages are well catered for and supervised. This means that they are kept 
well occupied when on board ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ interfere with adults who want kids-free time, even in 
school holidays. Some ships have teen-only areas with discos and other activities. It is usually 
ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ōǳȅ ΨǎƻŘŀ ǇŀǎǎŜǎΩ ŦƻǊ ƪƛŘǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ŀ ŘǊƛƴƪ ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴŘΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ 
food is free and readily available. Many ships also have self-service soft ice-cream machines (popular 
with adults and kids!) 
 
Ships are safe places for kids. It is not unusual for families to meet at breakfast and not again until 
the evening unless they are exploring a port of call. Kids of all ages have such a good time it can be 
difficult persuading them to get off! When on board they often keep in touch with parents by walkie-
talkie. How cool is that? Parent can enjoy their holiday while their kids enjoy theirs. 
 
 
Dress 
 
You can wear what you want within reason. During the day, wear clothes suited to the climate and 
the activities, although swimwear is usually not allowed in the restaurants at lunch time and a cover-
up should be worn. In warmer climates there are usually outdoor eating facilities such as a BBQ or 
Pizza bar as well as bars around the pools or sunbathing areas, so you can eat outside al fresco. 
 
In the evening passengers usually dress Ψsmart casualΩ, typically long trousers and shirt, maybe 
jacket, for men and a dress or smart skirt and top for ladies. Some cruises have one or two formal 
nights, especially the second night which is usually the /ŀǇǘŀƛƴΩǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǇŀǊǘȅΦ Whilst men may not 
care about dressing up, ladies often appreciate the opportunity to put on a posh frock. If so then 
men should pack a dark suit and tie, or even a dinner suit (tuxedo) if you have one. You can often 
hire dinner suits on board if you wish. wŜƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘΩs your holiday and there is no 
obligation to participate.  
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Summary 
 
Cruising is not a άƻƴŜ ǎƛȊŜ Ŧƛǘǎ ŀƭƭέ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅΣ ǘhere are so many options. You can choose the style of 
ship, style of cruise, the cruise destinations, fly or no-fly, your accommodation, and length of cruise 
from a few days to a few months. Plus, of course, you can combine your cruise with an on-shore stay 
and other activities.  
 
²ŜΩƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ find an ideal and memorable cruise; tƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊΦ  But be warned ς it 
can be addictive! 
 
 
Here are a few of thŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ LΩǾŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƻƴ ǎƘƛǇǎ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Rock Climbing Wall 200ft above the waves 
Shopping mall with Pub, on board ship 

Sea sick? On a ship this big? Flow Rider ï surf without moving 
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Water Slides Live TV ï actually an England World Cup game 

A Hard Dayôs Night in the Theatre Peace and quiet in the Library 

Main Dining Room Buffet dining room 

And so to bed 


